Dominic Arrivolo, 10th April 2001

Interviewed by Francesca Musico
__________________________________________________________________________

Interviewer:
Sydney’s Italian fruit shops project.  Interview with Dominic  Arrivolo on 10th April 2001.  Interviewer is Francesca Musico, Co.As.It, Leichhardt.

Interviewer:
When did the De Luca family live – it was your mother’s family, wasn’t it…

D. Arrivolo:
Yes.  My mother was a De Luca.

Interviewer:
When did they start the fruit (?) in Sydney?

D. Arrivolo:
Just a minute…Angelo and Giuseppe came to this country.  Angelo, the eldest, came first.  He arrived in 1887 on the Iberia, in 1887, and his brother arrived three or four years later in October 1893 – or thereabouts, anyhow.  Obviously, one brother helped the other get going, and they did very well in business.

Interviewer:
Whereabouts were they in Sydney?  Which street?

D. Arrivolo:
The shop was located in King Street, adjacent to the entrance to the Sydney Arcade.  The shop was actually relocated during the period of the First World War, and instead of being on side of the entrance to the arcade, it moved to the other side.  It was a better shop, and furthermore, either they had to, they were being evicted from the premises, but they had to find another location, and the fact that they had a wine license at the time – Giuseppe had a wine license – they were able to get a loan from the wine merchants, whoever they were, and they were able to then borrow, to get funds, to move, and at the same time to push their sales of wine, too.  

Interviewer:
So are they your mother’s brothers?

D. Arrivolo:
No.  My mother’s uncles.  Two uncles.  There were actually three brothers in the family, and these were the two – these were both brothers of my grandfather.

Interviewer:
I see.  How did they get into the fruit game?

D. Arrivolo:
Well, the three brothers went to the States originally, from Salina, from the Aolian Islands, in the early 1880’s.  Together with a sister, Francesca.  They operated a fruit barrow stand in the street, and they operated for about two or three years, in very wintry conditions in the American winter.  So much so they nearly froze to death, and they decided to get out of there and the three brothers and the sister went back to Italy.  The three brothers went back.  Angelo came, and then Giuseppe came, and Francesca came a little bit later as well.  Dominic didn’t come.  Now, where’s that next question?

Interviewer:
OK.  So they were always in King Street, then?

D. Arrivolo:
Oh, yes.  Angelo’s shop was at Number 38, Park Street.  That’s where McDonald’s is today, on the corner of Park and Pitt Street, whereas the other one had the King Street shop.  They remained there in that general location for the whole period.  Almost a hundred years, but not quite a hundred years, really.

Interviewer:
How long ago was it sold out of the family?

D. Arrivolo:
In 1912 Giuseppe was involved in an act of misconduct and was divorced by his wife, as a result of which the wife claimed some of the shop, and it meant that he had to relinquish his shop, and in doing so the shop name, De Luca, remained on the front of the building, and his divorced wife and her brothers operated the shop together with my uncle.  This is Antonio.  Antonio was very versatile.  He came out here in 1896, 1897, at eleven years of age.  As a lad.  He helped both his two uncles in both shops.  He either worked in one or worked in the other, depending on the need, and consequently he got to know very, very quickly the feel of the market.  He was then called upon when Giuseppe had to get out of the business.  He managed the shop with his uncle’s ex-wife and her two brothers, but the name De Luca stayed up there, and Antonio managed the shop right through until about 1917, 1918.  Then at that stage, on a share arrangement, on that basis, (?) Antonio, as I know him, decided to sell the business, or sell his share, and it was sold to the (?Denato) brothers, that’s Augustino and Gus (?Denato).  They took over the shop towards the end of the First World War, 1917, 1918, right through until the 1970’s, or 1960’s, 70’s period, and they’re the ones that really made the shop famous for, of course, (?the fruit salad.)

Interviewer:
What were the trademarks of the De Lucas?  You hear about it quite a bit.

D. Arrivolo:
Well, everyone seemed to know it.  In the period of the First World War and thereabouts, the De Luca shop specialized in selling quality fruit, and had drawn a very, very select clientele.  Dame Nellie Melba, as you’ll see in these papers here, was even quoted as being a customer at one stage.  Anthony Hordern’s and various other solicitors and people in the legal profession were involved – gone in there for fruit and veges from this greatest little greengrocer in King Street.  There’d been quite a feature in a couple of newspapers, as you can see from those there.  They specialized also in making up these fruit baskets for overseas visitors.  Consequently they used to deliver them, even to ships visiting.  Visitors who came from overseas would call and order a basket of fruit to be sent down to the ship, and that continued on even until quite recently, when the name De Lucas of King Street was used by these people, All States Food Service, and there’s a picture of the De Luca’s name being used.  This is well after the De Lucas had gone off the scene, but the fact that the De Luca’s name remained on it…there was a period, by the way, when the Denatos had the shop.  When they took over the shop, they took the name down.  They took the name down, and the business went down very quickly,  and consequently they put the name back up again, and it’s remained ever since.  But it’s not the De Lucas who were there.  There’s a photo.  Have you ever seen it before?

Interviewer:
I think I might have.  Yes.

D. Arrivolo:
There’s a photo of the shop.  The only one I was able to get of the shop.  I think it was taken about the 1950’s, 1960’s.  I’m trying hard to get an old picture of the shop, but that’s the only one I’ve been able to retrieve.


Interviewer:
Did they present their fruit in a special way at all?  It must have been a very elite store.

D. Arrivolo:
I believe their window was dressed every day.  Was dressed every day. They used to stack it up in such a presentable way that it was just nice to see.  A very pleasant arrangement.  They dropped the veges.  They didn’t sell veges.  Fruit only, mainly.  Tomatoes, but all the other fruit (sic).  Now, the De Lucas were very well-known – not the De Lucas, the Denatos.  Bob Denato, the son who managed the shop for quite a few years, he used to out-bit anybody at the markets for the first fruit of the season, and for the quality fruit.  The best quality he could possibly get.  There’s a picture of one of the De Luca’s.  The sister, who’s buried at Waverley Cemetery.  Francesca De Luca.  

Interviewer:
I see.

D. Arrivolo:
I might have mentioned it a couple of times to you.  Now, what else do you want to know about these people?

Interviewer:
What was their lifestyle, working in the shop?  Were they running it themselves, or did they employ people?

D. Arrivolo:
They used a lot of migrants who came from the islands.  They needed casual labour, and they used a lot of their kinsmen who came from the islands, either off the boats, and they would employ them for a period of time until they settled down themselves, and then they’d turn around and either bought a business or worked for somebody else.  But many, many – I’d say hundreds of Italians from the Aolian Islands worked in this business when they arrived here, and the De Lucas were always happy to assist them, and so were the Denatos, too,  to help them, but they ran it as a family affair. Antonio was the driving force behind it all after Giuseppe had to get out, and he subsequently opened up fruit shops in Randwick and Coogee area, and he still kept a very high quality standard of fruit.

Interviewer:
Why do you think they all chose the fruit shop business?  Because most of the work on the islands (?didn’t revolve around that).

D. Arrivolo:
It’s a good question, isn’t it! (laughs) It’s a good question.  I think because they met others who were out here already who were in the fruit business.  But the De Lucas, remember, were in the States and they were  selling fruit in fruit barrows there, too,  so there’s something there that goes back even beyond the days of Australia.

Interviewer:
Whereabouts in America?

D. Arrivolo:
New York.  

Interviewer:
New York City?

D. Arrivolo:
It was in New York itself.  I don’t know if these will help you, Francesca.  You can have this copy if you want it.  It goes into detail about the whole family, even Giuseppe and Angelo’s parents are quoted there, too.

Interviewer:
What about the War?  Were they affected by anti-Italian sentiment during the War?

D. Arrivolo:
I can’t tell you much about the First World War.  I don’t know if Giuseppe was naturalized at the time of the First World War, but Angelo was not.  In fact, he was called up by the Australian Government and sent back to Italy on the (?Medic).  He was on the (?Medic).  They went over,  got half-way, and turned around and came back because the War ceased, and  so forth, but he survived.  Not like those nine others who didn’t survive.  

Interviewer:
What about your father’s fruit shop over at …where was that?

D. Arrivolo:
Dad had a fruit shop in Petersham in 1925.  He bought a shop with Giovanni Pollici, another Aolian, and the two jointly ran this business at the corner of Wardell Road and Canterbury Road,  and that’s where I was born.  They ran the shop for about three or four years until 1928.  The partnership split.  Dad went to Rose Bay  and Mr. Pollici went elsewhere.  But Dad changed his line of business from fruit into small goods, and consequently went  broke at the period of the Depression, but Antonio De Luca, I mentioned previously, helped him out in buying a shop in Randwick – again, a fruit shop – in Randwick, and that was where he started to get on his feet again.  Mum had arrived at this time, of course, and the shop in Randwick was quite a good shop there.  Antonio’s shop was in Randwick.  Mainly in the Randwick-Coogee area.  

Interviewer:
And so this was a period around about the Depression,  was it?  The thirties?

D. Arrivolo:
Yes.  1933, ’34, Dad went into the business at 129 Botany Street, Randwick, I can recall.  Childhood memories, of course, of that place. 1933 right through until 1937, when Dad – he was a musician, actually, and he struck it rich.  He got a permanent job as a clarinet player with the St. James Orchestra.  Immediately he sold his business and got out of the fruit business, and we went to live in a private residence in Coogee, and that was the end of our fruit shop days.

Interviewer:
So the reason he went into it was because he couldn’t get employment as a musician?

D. Arrivolo:
Oh, yes.  Indeed.  And I think because Antonio suggested he buy the shop in Randwick, he knew where he was located, could keep an eye on things, too!  And was able to assist him,  too, quite a lot.  And they did.  I can recall going to my uncle’s and aunty’s place up there every Sunday night.  There was a big gathering of people there. They used to sit around and play cards, and the women would make Italian delicacies and all sorts of things.  It was great to be there at the time.  It was always dreadful when it was time to go home, because we were so tired to go home…Sunday nights,  it was about ten  o’clock before we headed home, and I can remember being dragged along the streets! (laughs)

Interviewer:
So when your father worked as a greengrocer, he had pretty long days of work?

D. Arrivolo:
Oh, look.  Having a fruit shop in those days was like being married to a fruit shop.  You got up early and went to the markets, you had to do the buying, you had to arrange to get the stuff home, cart it home, unload  it, then you had to pack it in the shop, and then you had to keep the doors open…Mum would open the shop in the mornings and keep it open right until the late hours at nighttime.  As late as nine or ten o’clock at night.  It was very, very long hours then.  It was a hard life, but it did pay dividends in the long run.

Interviewer:
How did he used to arrange all the fruit?  Did he do it in a special way?  There was a bit of an art to it in those days.

D. Arrivolo:
Oh, yeah, there was.  The way of stacking it – there certainly was a presentable way to make things look better than what they really were!  But especially in pears, there’s a way of stacking sometimes.  You wonder sometimes.  You see the supermarkets these days, the way they’re not presented as they used to be…

Interviewer:
No, not at all.  Did you actually work in there a bit when you were young?

D. Arrivolo:
I used to be on the counter.  I did.  Got behind the counter.  In front of the counter as well.  When we moved eventually to Enmore – again, we met a lot of Italians who had shops – we had a milk bar at Enmore,  in front of the Enmore picture theatre.  Italian fruits up the road, the (?Tezzarero’s), two brothers had two separate shops. They used to call on me.  I used to work on Saturday mornings, serving customers.  Saturday morning was the busy time.  Right up until about one o’clock or so, and then that was it.  I have this photo here which shows one, two, three, four, five – six shop frontages in Albion Street – Bronte, actually.  This set of buildings was built by the De Luca brothers.  Together, they had these buildings built.  As you can see, they’re basically all the same.  You can tell by the top section here where the balustrade is decorating the top section there, with ornamentation on the top, and if you look – you won’t see it in the photograph, but if you examine closely the buildings, you’ll see the name De Luca written in those centerpieces there.  The properties were all sold off, one by one, and as you can see, they’re all painted different colours.  You wouldn’t recognize the fact that they’re all one construction.

Interviewer:
Did they have a fruit shop there?

D. Arrivolo:
Yes.  Yes.  Antonino used the shop at the end here.  After he sold the shop at King Street, he operated out of there, and lived on the premises there as well,  for some time, before he moved to Arthur Street, Randwick.  The De Luca brothers also acquired a private hospital about the next street up from this location, and the original De Lucas, Angelo and Giuseppe, used that private hospital as a home for many years.  In fact, being a hospital, it had a large amount of land around the outside of it, and it was very comfortable living.  It was originally a private hospital, but they refurbished the place and made it liveable as two separate homes.  It was eventually sold during the Depression years, and the buyer of this property, of that particular property, demolished the private hospital, the building, and built a cul-de-sac.  Built a cul-de-sac, and if you were to go up there today you’d see a complete set of units that extends right down to the bottom of the street there, and the funny part about it is, the name of the street is called Santa Maria Avenue!  Here’s another photo here, you can see.  There’s the street.  Santa Maria Avenue.  And there’s the type of buildings that are down the bottom of that street.  (?19:06).  There’s another sign on the building.

Interviewer:
And so the De Lucas were involved with the Sydney Fascist Party?

D. Arrivolo:
They were.  I think they were attracted to the fact that – that was the only form of patriotism that was able to be shown here. Little did they know where it was leading them to, because a lot of people had their hearts in their home country and consequently wouldn’t believe that the fascist movement would finish up as it did, in going to war, and so forth.  That’s an old photo taken at the (?Counsel’s) home in Point Piper, I believe.  I think Mario there is about maybe eight or nine years of age, as a little (?ballila). 

Interviewer:
And so were all your family mostly involved in the fruit shop business in some way?

D. Arrivolo:
In the early years, yes.  In the early years.  Dad was a musician, after all’s said and done, so he did whatever he could do to survive in this country, because he went broke when he went into the (?20:06) shop at one stage there.  He didn’t lose his touch for what he had to do, but that was the end of the fruit shop business, as far as we’re concerned.  They made a lot of money, a lot of Italians.  There are others that did well, as well.  I’m thinking of the Lopez people who had the fruit shop in the Manly wharf for many, many years.  And now I have to think of all these names.  I can’t think…

Interviewer:
There was a couple in King Street, though.  Italian fruit shops.

D. Arrivolo:
Oh, yes.  Yes.  Francesca De Luca, who came out here, she married a Retano in the States while they were there.  The Retano’s came out here, and they also had a shop in Market Street.  By checking through the (?Sands) directory, I was able to identify a lot of the names that I knew,  that were related to us.  There’s a little…I started to (?make) a bit of a database when they arrived.  Dominic, Angelo, Giuseppe, Antonio and Francesca.  When their children arrived…I haven’t completed that, actually, but I tried to prepare some sort of chronological order of how things happened.  The strange thing about it was that the two De Lucas who had fruit shops in Sydney both returned to the islands, but didn’t go back to their native island, Salina.  They went to Liveri, because it was the most prosperous of all the seven little islands, and they both jointly got themselves involved with the establishment of – bringing electricity and power to the islands.  They invested their money in forming this company, a private company, which has now been taken over by the council, but they were the original people who introduced electricity to the islands, because the islands were very backward – “isolated” is the word I should use – but they introduced the power to Liveri and then it came to Salina, then it went to other islands.  Stromboli and (?Paneni) and so forth.

Interviewer:
Interesting.  So they made a lot of money here, and went back again!

D. Arrivolo:
Well, they did.  They believed in investing in property, as you can see, and they bought other properties in Leichhardt Street, Bronte…I’ve got other addresses, too, of places they bought and sold.  They usually sold to friends, as a rule.  This is a copy of a certificate.  A marriage certificate between Joseph De Luca when he married Lottie Lavers in 1893…or it might be 1898.  It doesn’t say.  Because Lottie was only eighteen years of age at that time, and she had been divorced.  She was already divorced at eighteen.  She had to get permission from her mother to marry again,  because she was under age, under twenty-one.  It’s written here.  The consent of Alice King, mother of the bride, was given to this marriage.  But that marriage didn’t last that long, anyhow, because in 1912 she divorced him.  But that’s something I’ve picked up in my travels.

Interviewer:
So who were all the other Aolian families?  The prominent ones who were involved in – 

D. Arrivolo:
The (Regano’s).

Interviewer:
What was their main concern?

D. Arrivolo:
They nearly all bought fruit shops.  I don’t know why.  I suppose because their friends, who they knew, were in the fruit business, and they learnt quickly from them what to do and how to run a business.  They all had a connection with…they used to help each other.  Very much so.  For example, when we lived at Randwick, Mr. Mallino, another islander, used to pick up Dad  and Mr. (?Vagana) and the three of them used to go together and buy their fruit.  Mallino had a truck, and he would deliver on the way home to the other two locations.  The looked a very closely-knit community.  That’s the word.  Even the Mallino’s.  Well, I still remember them.  I know the family here that survives.  Their children.  And the (?Vaganas), too. They’re out at Randwick as well.  I went to school with some of them, as  well.  You don’t forget those sort of matters.

Interviewer:
What was the hardest thing about growing up in a fruit shop, as a young person?  Was it the hours that made life difficult?

D. Arrivolo:
No, it wasn’t that so much as…you could get all the fruit you wanted,  I suppose!  That’s how the De Lucas fruit salad came about.  Any fruit that was marked or damaged  at all,  they used to cut it up for fruit salad, of course.  No, it was long hours for Mum.  Long hours for Mum, and we always felt ourselves inferior because of the attitude of the Australian community towards Italians.  Italy invaded Abyssinia in 1935, and that was considered an atrocious thing to happen, so Italians were frowned upon. I can recall that quite clearly.

Interviewer:
What kinds of things do you remember?

D. Arrivolo:
Well, being called “dagos”, for example.  That was quite a…you don’t hear it these days, but it was used quite a lot in some form or other when you’re at school, by schoolmates, or even when I went to work, they used the expression here and there.  Of course, eating garlic.  They didn’t like the smell of garlic.  But the way things are today, they cook with that much garlic themselves these days that they dare not say it anymore!  What else can I tell you, Francesca?

Interviewer:
What about when the War came?  Life was even more difficult, surely.  The Second World War, I’m talking about.

D. Arrivolo:
Well, we were in the milk bar.  We were in the confectionary business and we weren’t excluded, because of the fact that the other fruit shops in Enmore had their windows smashed, and so did we have ours smashed.  A house brick was thrown through…one evening, every fruit shop in Enmore Road, the residents woke to find a house brick had been thrown through the windows, and that included us as well.  Of course, wartime restrictions were on then.  All we did at the time,  we just had to board up the window, because a lot of glass had to be covered because of Japanese bombing or shells,  and so we just boarded the window up. But we had the windows broken twice.  We were on the corner, so the window was broken on the main road, and a short period later on, another one was broken, too.  We finished up taking the window out completely and putting a doorway there.  

(A visitor arrives; recording for Side A finishes at this point.  No data on Side B)
___________________________________________________________________________________
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